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Church Budget Checklist

Including a commitment to the Central Conference Pension Initiative in the church budget does not require a lot of time or printed material, allows your church to make a large gift without initiating a fund-raising campaign and illustrates the importance of the CCPI.
Planning
· Determine the appropriate request amount
· Contact the CCPI staff to obtain a customized proposal for your church
· Begin discussing the CCPI with the church council and finance committee members to generate interest and support
Process
· Attend finance committee meeting and propose adding a gift to the CCPI to the church budget
· Explain the need for support by showing the video and sharing stories about central conference retirees and surviving spouses

· Provide a proposal that has been customized for your church
· Involve the missions and/or outreach committees if appropriate

· Ask for a three to five year pledge

· Be available to answer questions about the CCPI when the church council meets to approve the budget
Follow-up
· Mail a pledge form to the CCPI office
· Announce the gift to the congregation
· Thank those who contributed
The following materials are available from the CCPI office:

· Customized proposals
· Videos

· Pledge forms (also available at www.ccpi-umc.org)

