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Reception Facilitation Agenda
Date
Time
Location
I. Opening Remarks and Prayer





(5 minutes)

· Welcome guests and explain that they were invited to learn about how they can help change the lives of thousands of retired pastors and surviving spouses in the central conferences.
· Opening prayer.

II. Case for Giving







(15 minutes)
· Summarize the background of the Central Conference Pension Initiative (CCPI).
i. The CCPI was formed to investigate the creation, funding and implementation of a pension system that will bring much-needed retirement benefits to pastors and surviving spouses in the United Methodist central conferences.
ii. General Conference 2004 authorized the Church to create, administer, and encourage funding for the Central Conference Pension Initiative.
iii. The Central Conference Pension Committee was created - this inter-agency committee provides structure and guidance to the initiative.
iv. Campaign General Committee – the fund-raising committee for CCPI - is composed of one bishop, one pastor and one lay member from each jurisdiction (Mention the representative(s) from your jurisdiction).
· Describe the central conferences.
i. The central conferences are located in countries other than the United States.

ii. The 7 central conferences in 3 regions (Asia, Africa, and Europe) are composed of 66 annual and provisional annual conferences. 

iii. The central conferences comprise more than 6,900 organized churches and include more than 3.5 million lay members.

iv. More than 9,300 clergy members minister to this rapidly increasing population in our Church.

v. There are 2,000 retirees and surviving spouses in the central conferences.
vi. In many corners of our worldwide connection, the courageous men and women who serve The United Methodist Church do so in spite of the dire local conditions marked by rampant poverty, political instability and threats of violence.  

· Pensions – a United Methodist tradition.
i. For the people called Methodists, care for others is always understood as an expression of our Christian stewardship.
ii. Under Wesley’s influence, the early Methodists mounted efforts to address the needs of the Church’s aging ministers.
iii. As early as 1774, a portion of the annual Easter offering was earmarked to “relieve preachers in want.”  
iv. The program evolved into today’s pension plans of The United Methodist Church, providing a secure future for many devoted workers when their full-time service ends. 
· Central conference pensions – a matter of justice.
i. Annual conferences and local churches in several developing countries struggle to achieve financial security to cover just the minimum daily living requirements for their pastors.  

ii. For our Church to fail to provide for their well-being and secure futures is a tragic outcome in an otherwise faithful and bold tradition of supporting all who give themselves to Christ’s ministries through The United Methodist Church.

III. Central Conference Stories






(15 minutes)
· Share stories and photos of individuals or churches that your church supports in the central conferences or use the biographies that are available online or from the CCPI office. 

· If anyone from your congregation has visited a central conference, ask him or her to speak about the experience and how it relates to the CCPI.

· Show the CCPI video.

IV. Request for Support






(10 minutes)
· $20 million is the minimum amount needed to support the CCPI.
· Investment is required across the Church from general agencies, annual conferences, churches, individuals and foundations.
· Explain how your role as pastor would be complicated if pensions did not exist in the United States.
· Request that each family prayerfully consider a gift of $______ to be paid over three to five years:  “While I have no way of knowing your financial situation, I do know that our needs are great.  May I ask you to prayerfully consider a gift of $______ this year and an equal sum for each of the next three to five years for a total gift of $______ or according to another schedule of your choosing.  I ask you to complete the commitment form and leave it with me as you leave.  Types of payment accepted:

i. Checks, credit cards

ii. Securities, real estate

· Tell them you will follow up within the next few days.
V. Closing Comments and Prayer



 

If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. (I Corinthians 12:26)






